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Tools available to help build our knowledge base include:

1. Natural Values Atlas Reports 2. Biological surveys

3. Remote sensing cameras 4. Vegetation Condition Assessments

- These tools can help us to identify the ‘natural values’ present. 

- Document the current condition state of the asset. 

- Provide a starting point or baseline which can help us to  

monitor change over time.  

Starting point – what are we trying to manage?Starting point – what are we trying to manage?
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• Is it an annual, biennial, perennial?

• When is it actively growing and when does it flower? 

• How does it reproduce – seed, vegetative, bulb etc?

• How does it spread – wind, water, animals……..?

• Where does it prefer to grow?

Even a basic understanding of weed biology will help guide your 

decision making and management regime.

Research the life cycle of your target weedsResearch the life cycle of your target weeds
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Very dense infestation of Foxglove – Digitalis purpurea
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Define Management Objectives - What are you trying to achieve?Define Management Objectives - What are you trying to achieve?

• Generally based on your personal values, ethics and world view.

• Can be ‘trade offs’ between social, economic and environmental values. 

• May include statutory requirements e.g managing Declared weeds.

A broad goal: “We aim to protect the waterway by controlling the 

declared & environmental weeds over the next 5 years”.

A specific target: “Reduce the density of Crack Willow from 30% cover to 

<5% in area X between 2021 and 2026”.
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• Consider the risks posed to specific ‘assets’ – ecological, cultural, 

production, infrastructure.

• Define and map each Management Area. Can be based on quality of 

native veg, density of infestation, access, methodology……….. 

• List the required actions, with methodology, for each Management Area. 

• Stage the works to factor in the ongoing commitment of resources –

money, time, energy, motivation, discipline, patience. 

Develop a plan - How to achieve your objectivesDevelop a plan - How to achieve your objectives
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Example of defined management areas – The Nut State Reserve WMP
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Example of specific actions for MA1 – The Nut State Reserve WMP



• Reference books and field guides

- Tasmanian Weed Handbook (Hyde-Wyatt and Morris, 1975)

• Online herbariums e.g. Key to Tasmanian Vascular Plants

• Tasmanian Weeds Facebook page – click here.

• The DPIPWE Invasive Species Branch – Weeds website

• Professional service providers e.g. local nurseries & contractors

For an example of one of our detailed weed management plans – click here. 

Weed ID & management….where to go for helpWeed ID & management….where to go for help
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Essential reading before working on waterwaysEssential reading before working on waterways
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https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/herbicide_guidelinesFINAL2012.pdf
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/15130802_52keepingitcleanspreadswe.pdf


Best practice management guide - WillowsBest practice management guide - Willows
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Click here to download the Best practice management guide for Willows
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https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Willow_CRC_bpmg.pdf


Example of Willow control using hand pull method

Leven River, North Motton, TAS.



Example of Willow control using drill & fill method

Paris Creek, Adelaide Hills, SA.



Example of Willow control using ringbarking method

Murray River, Swan Reach, SA.



Example of Willow control using cut and paint – leaving roots insitu

Cooee Creek, Burnie, TAS.



Example of Willow control using machinery – complete removal

Duck River, Smithton, TAS.



Example of Willow control using machinery – complete removal

Murray River, Wellington, SA.



• Choose the appropriate method/s for your specific situation - every site 

has its own unique challenges to manage to achieve the best possible 

outcome.

• Plan the project with clear objectives. 

• Weeds like to colonise bare ground, especially after disturbance. Minimise 

bare ground and be prepared to take action after disturbance.

• Prevention is the most cost-effective form of weed management.

• Follow up monitoring & maintenance is vital & ongoing.

Weed management - Take home messagesWeed management - Take home messages
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